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HISTORY....

The FRS-Holland HISTORY started back in Auqust 1979. Eversince quite
a number of eventful things have put their stamp on the FRSH life.
Not only UPS but also DOWNS. A never ending PERSEVERANCE in combina-
tion with a great deal of ENTHUSIASM are responsible for still being
alive. Fascinated by the possibilities of broadcasting on short wave
= YOou can cover wide areas with relatively low powered transmitters-
it was decided to set up a short wave station. An important and sti-
mulating factor was the sound provided by a number of hobby pirates
being popular in those days (the late 70's). The professional sound
they brought on the air gave us the feeling that we could do some-
thing similar. The scene was dominated by mainly English stations an
we felt a Dutch station with an INTERNATIONAL FLAVOUR could be a goo
alternative to the several English ones. Work on the very first 10W
transmitter started September '79. With the help of Barry Stephens
the rig was finished 6 months later. Aerial and tx problems caused a
delay and after 2 unsuccessful tests (Febr. 24th/6265 & June 22nd/
6250) the first SUCCESSFUL TEST was conducted July 27th on 6250 (90
min.). Preparations started to commence regular monthly broadcasts.
Jingles were recorded, stickers & gsl-cards were printed, deejays we
re selected and a BROADCASTING SCHEDULE was arranged. August 3lst wi
always be remembered as the day of our first official transmission o
6250 kHz. Right from the beginning we offered a wide variety of pop
music and informative programmes (mailbag, DX). Broadcasting in Ger
man, English and Dutch gave our programming an international flavour
Already in December FRSH changed its 4th sunday to a 3rd sunday sche
dule. Reason for this was E.M.R.'s raid in October. E.M.R. was FRSH'
sister station and used to broadcast every 3rd sunday. FRSH decided
to relay E.M.R. every 3rd sunday for 1 hour. After this relay FRSH
took over the broadcast with its own schedule. Dec. l4th a brandnew
10W tx was tested on 7325 in the 41 MB. Already one week later, Dec.
2lst, the first 3rd sunday transmission took place on 6250 in parall:
with the new 7325 frequency. By the way: this was the first of a se-
ries of annual recurrent special X-mas broadcasts, very much beloved
by the FRS listeners. January '8l 7315 replaced 7325. In the years t«
follow 7315 turned out to be a very, very good frequency. May '81 th:
first disappointment: two aerials, already hung up the day before thi
broadcast, were STOLEN! That same month a new schedule was introduce
10.00- 14,15 CEST. May also saw the introduction of 5th sunday shows
together with E.M.R. In future E.M.R. would be relayed every 5th sun:
day for 2 hours. The 3rd sunday E.M.R, relay was cancelled. These 5tl
sunday relays would be lasting till E.M.R.'s final closure June 1983,
August 30th '8l FRSH celebrated its first year of broadcasts with a
20 min. documentary. Conditions in those days were excellent and it
happened frequently that we were receiving more than 60 letters. For
instance in January and February 1982 we got letters from Union City
(USA) and Mar del Plata (Argentina), the latter being more than 10, 0(
KM's away. March 21st we got problems with the 48 MB rig. This was tt
beginning of a long period with FRSH on one frequency only. August 1!
we had a narrow escape. Presence of mind kept us out of the hands of
the local police. Fact is they were less than 75m from our location
They had no idea about illegal broadcasts, they just thought we were
'little' criminals.... Yes indeed! December 1982 we re-commenced 48
MB transmissions with a new 40W rig, running at approx. 8W. Risk of
being caught was diminished thanks to a new auto-reverse cassette re-
corder. Programmes could run for 2 hours before a new cassette had tc
be put in. Unfortunately the use of this tiny piece of equipment was
very short-lived. January 1lé6th is a BLACK DAY in our annals. At 14.0°¢
CET FRSH was raided by the Dutch R.C.D. in co-operation with the
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